Admission Arrangements for

Partney Church of England (Aided) School

Arrangements for admission for the school year:  2011 - 2012
Admissions Policy agreed by the full Governing Body at a meeting on: March 26th 2009
This Admission Policy Statement defines the procedures used for the admission of pupils:

· To the Preparatory pre-Reception Group   [ 10 places]

· To the Reception Year on initial entry to primary schooling  [13 places]

· To other year groups.  [subject to available space, for those seeking admission after the start of statutory schooling age] 

Preparatory Pre-Reception Group

Parents wishing to take up a place for their child or children will be expected to sign a declaration of eligibility for the Nursery Grant (see Nursery Education and Grant Maintained Schools Act 1996).

Children may be admitted in the academic year in which the child’s fourth birthday falls. The date of admission will be as follows:

· 4th birthday between 1st September and 31st December – admission in the Spring Term (same academic year)

· 4th birthday between 1st January and 31st March – admission in the Summer Term (same academic year)

The maximum number to be admitted at this stage will be 10.

The Governing Body will consider applications on the appropriate form on 30th October for the January intake, and 28th February for the April intake.

If demand exceeds places available the oversubscription criteria as listed below will apply.

Parents of children attending our Pre-Reception Group may still have to apply for a place in Reception for their children, and places can not be guaranteed.

Reception Year

Children will be admitted to the school at age four, entering the Reception Year in the September following their fourth birthday.

Applications for places in September should be lodged with the Local Education Authority, on the appropriate form by the published date. (Please find details on the Lincolnshire Schools Admissions website on www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/schooladmissions) If demand exceeds places available the oversubscription criteria as listed below will apply.

Casual Admissions
Subject to the availability of space in the relevant year group children over 5 can be admitted at any time.  If demand for casual admission exceeds places available the oversubscription criteria as listed below will apply. 

Mid Year Admissions 
The Governors will accept admissions into other year groups if there are places.  If there are more applications than places then the oversubscription criteria will be used to decide who should be offered the place.  If there are no places then you will be told of the independent appeals system.
Our Ethos           
Partney Church of England Aided School exists to promote the Christian values of love, care, respect and responsibility and to provide a high quality education for all children, which will develop their full potential

The Governors welcome applications for a place at Partney Primary School from any parent or Guardian who is in sympathy with the ethos of a Church of England School.
We are an inclusive school that welcomes children from all backgrounds and abilities.

Applications will be treated on merit and in a sensitive manner. The level of ability of a child or any special needs that he/she may have plays no part in the admissions policy of this school.

It is our wish to allow parents the right to have a place at the school of their choice.

As our school is a Voluntary Aided School, the school determines the admission arrangements in agreement with the LA 

The Governors are the "Admissions Authority" for the school.

Visits to the School
We shall be happy to answer any enquiries about the school and the education we offer our pupils.
A personal tour of the school, or receipt of the school brochure, which will usually contain a blank application form, should in no way however be construed as an acceptance of your child's application for admission. Such a visit is entirely without obligation on the part of the school or yourself, but will help you make a decision about your child's education before you begin the process of application for a school place.

Starting school is a very important milestone in one's life; it should be a happy time and a natural stage in one's development. We try to ensure this by inviting children to school on several afternoons during the term before admission date.

Oversubscription Criteria
If there are more children seeking admission than available places in the pre-reception group, the reception class or at any other time, the following over-subscription criteria will be used to allocate places: 
1. Any child ‘looked after’ by a Local Authority.

2. Children living within our traditional catchment area (defined as the parishes of Ashby-by-Partney, Aswardby, Dalby with Dexthorpe, Candlesby, Gunby, Partney, Langton, Sausthorpe, Scremby-cum-Grebby, Skendleby, Welton-le-Marsh).  If there are more children from this area than available places the following criteria will be applied in order.

a. Children with siblings who will be attending the School at the time of admission (see notes below).

b. Children whose parents are faithful and regular worshippers at a Christian Church (see notes below). 
c. Children whose parents are practising members of another faith and wish their children to attend a Christian school because of its religious emphasis and ethos (see notes below).

d. Any other child living within the catchment area.
e. Any other children.
3. Any other children

If within any of the above sub categories there are more applicants who meet the criterion than places available the proximity of the child’s home to the school will be used as a final tiebreaker. Proximity will be judged by measuring distances for all applicants between the post office address point of the home and the post office address point of the school using the driving distance by maintained road The admissions team automatically calculates driving distance for all applicants which is measured electronically 
Reserve Lists 
For admission into Reception the governors will keep a waiting list which we call a reserve list.  If you where not offered a place and you named us as a higher preference, your child is automatically put on the reserve list above the one you were offered.  This list is in the order of the oversubscription criteria.  Names can move down the list if someone moves into the area and is higher placed on the oversubscription criteria.  The list is kept by the Schools Admission Team until the end of August.  After this we keep the reserve list until the end of the academic year.
We are not required to keep any lists for any other year groups.  If you wish your child to join the school at other times please contact us direct.  The time you have been on the list is not taken into account.
Notes:

Siblings' are defined under the Lincolnshire County Councils Admission Policy  as:

• A full brother of full sister, whether or not resident in the same

household.

• Another child normally resident for the majority of term time in the same household, for whom an      adult in the household has parental responsibility as defined in the Children Act 1989.
• In the case of twins (or two siblings of the same age cohort) and

where there is only one place available in the school, both will be

considered together as one application. The school will be authorized to exceed its Admission number by one, except if this breaches infant class size regulations. In this case parents will be given the choice, either to accept the one place available and a place in a different school for the other twin (or sibling) or to accept places in the nearest school with two places.  In the latter instance, the County Council will provide free transport for both children, provided the distance from home to school qualifies.

In accordance with the Code of Practice for Special Educational Needs, the allocation of school places for pupils with a statement of special educational needs will take place before the school allocates other places as part of the normal admissions policy.

Home Address means the child’s home address where they live for the majority of the school term rime with a parent who has parental responsibility as defined in the Children Act 1989.  Or any child in the household where an adult in the household is defined as a parent for the purposes of Section 576 of Education Act 1996.  This could include a person who is not a parent but who has responsibility for her or him.

‘Looked after’ children, children in Public Care – this includes the local authority providing accommodation in accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.

Fair Access – The government has stated that all local authorities must have a Fair Access agreement that allows hard to place children, for example those that have been permanently excluded, to be given a place before any oversubscription criteria are applied and before anyone is considered from the reserve list.  Such children are shared out to make sure no one school has to take too many of these children

Where priority is given on the basis of religious affiliation this is defined as the family being faithful and regular worshippers at a Christian Church equivalent centre of another faith (Applicants are asked to provide written evidence of their commitment from their priest, minister recognised religious leader)

For the purposes of this policy, ‘Faithful and regular worshipper’ means ‘attending Church three times per year including Easter’

Appeals

If parents wish to appeal against a decision to refuse entry/they can do so by applying to an appeals panel. 

Parents wishing to appeal should make a request in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the school address. The letter requesting an appeal should reach the clerk within 14 days of the date of notification of the decision.

A reserve list will be kept until the end of the Autumn Term (31st December).
This policy will be effective from 1st September 2011
